
.::;;a I 

3. Bl. John Ogilvie

'In my end is my beginning'; the personal motto of Mary 
Queen of Scots sums up the Christian attitude to death. On 
the lips of the martyr it is a triumphant cry of faith. 

When the martyr is a Jesuit, we see in his martyrdom the 
answer to his Sume et suscipe. The contemplation for obtaining 
divine love has been fulfilled. The martyr has proved his love 
in deed, not in words only. He has shared with Christ all that 
he has, all that he is. 

But we cannot be one with Christ in glory if we refuse to be 
one with him in suflering. The martyr must have accepted 
Christ's invitation to share with him the 'third degree of 
humility' 

That is the lesson of the Spiritual Exercises. It is the lesson of 
Blessed John Ogilvie, as of all the martyrs. He lived and died 
by the Exercises. 

His world was very different from our own, yet he speaks to 
ns across the centuries. He was six or seven years old when 
Mary Qpeen of Scots died on the scaffold. He grew up as a 
child in a Scotland which had rejected her, and with her the old 
faith of his fathers. 

At the age of twelve he crossed to the continent in pursuit of 
education. It was a time of spiritual crises. It required great 
spiritual insight to see where truth lay, to sift out genuine 
renewal from false innovations. Religion was all too often 
mixed up with politics, ambition and greed. The unity of the 
Church was in danger. 

After an agony or indecision John Ogilvie discovered his 
true spiritual home within the Catholic Church. He was 
young, but he had all the generosity and idealism of youth. 
Having been awakened to the universality of God's love, he 
determined to answer Christ's call to serve him in spreading 
his kingdom. 
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